
Drapery Fabric Care

Blackout, lined, and sheer drapery can be lightly dusted or vacuumed periodically to 
remove dust and surface soil. Laundering of drapery is not recommended. Some small 
stains can be spot treated with mild upholstery cleaners using the instructions provided 
with the cleaning solution. Promptly treat spills and stains. Some larger stains might be 
removed with dry cleaning, but through a service provider that specializes in drapery.
 
Professional dry cleaning is recommended for all draperies. Lined draperies must be 
dry cleaned. Some fabrics and linings may be particularly sensitive to dry cleaning 
chemicals. It is recommended that a spot check is done on a small inconspicuous area 
to ensure compatibility with the desired cleaning method. The processes detailed above 
apply to standard commercial drapery fabrication using standard commercial drapery 
fabrics. When specialty fabrics are used in the fabrication of custom draperies, the fabric 
manufacturer’s care instructions must be adhered to. 
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Dry Cleaning
Dry cleaning is recommended for drapery products. Laminated draperies are NOT 
washable and are dry cleanable only by the Stoddard 105 method. Many curtains and 
draperies are unnecessarily dry cleaned. A regular soft brushing or careful vacuum 
cleaning will generally keep curtains and draperies looking bright and new for many 
seasons.

If dry cleaning does become necessary, BE SURE TO USE A PROFESSIONAL DRY 
CLEANER. Coin-operated machines can harm the lining and face fabric as well. Because 
coated drapery linings and fabrics are so different from other materials, special care 
should be exercised to protect them from potential harm.

The following procedures are recommended by the International Fabricare Institute:
 

        

If draperies are cabinet or air dried, do not place the coated side over the bar— place the 
fabric side over the bar. If the drapery is damp with solvent or water and is folded so that 
the coated side comes in contact with itself, the fabric may self-stick while drying and 
then shred or tear the foam when separated.

DO NOT IRON THE ACRYLIC COATED SIDE OF THE LINING and only use a light cool 
iron on the fabric side if necessary.

2

Check the manufacturer’s recommendations for proper care and cleaning of all face 
fabrics.

1. Inspect draperies for labels that recommend special care. Classify them for cleaning
   methods.
2. Make sure the draperies have been measured before cleaning. Pass the information
    to the finisher.
3. Run underweight loads. Do not overload.
4. Give a short run without adding moisture (choose any one below):
       White Spirits (Petroleum solvent) . . . 10 to 15 minutes
       Perchloroethylene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5 minutes
       Fluorocarbon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 minutes
5. Give normal extraction.
6. Tumble dry. DO NOT EXCEED 120°F (50°C) TUMBLER TEMPERATURE!
7. Hang immediately. Do not leave in the hamper.



Roller Shade Fabric Care

Hand Dusting
Most routine care of Fabtex window treatments will consist of dust removal. Hand 
dusting is best done using gentle methods which minimize the possibility of damaging or 
disturbing woven fabrics, lift cords, venetian slats, etc. Soft filament and feather dusters 
are recommended. Careful wiping with a soft, lint-free cloth may also be effective.

Vacuuming W/ Soft Brush Attachment
The most effective cleaning is accomplished with a light vacuuming. Use a vacuum hose 
extension with a soft bristle brush. Ensure the bristle brush is clean and the vacuum 
motor is on low. Gently brush the surface of the fabric with the brush to loosen and suck 
up any dust. Rigorous vacuuming can distort the fabric and is not recommended.

It is also recommended that the header area containing the roll mechanism is vacuumed 
to remove any accumulated cobwebs and dust bunnies. In areas where air flow is 
present, the window pockets will, over time, accumulate a layer of dirt and debris that 
can negatively affect shade performance.
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Damp Cloth
If unresolved soiled areas remain after dusting and vacuuming, they may be cleaned 
with a damp cloth. Use a clean, white, lint-free cloth (preferably a microfiber towel), lightly 
dampened with clean water only. Wring the cloth thoroughly to prevent excess water. 
Wipe gently with light pressure only. Hard, fast, or excessive rubbing can distort the 
fabric and is not recommended.

Spot Cleaning
If your roller shade becomes soiled or stained, spot cleaning with a mild soap and water 
solution may be appropriate. If needed, use detergent that is only intended for fabrics 
and does NOT contain fabric softener additives or harsh chemicals such as bleach, 
ammonia, abrasives, solvent-based cleaners, etc., as these can damage the surface of 
the fabric and destroy the UV protectants. If commercial spot cleaners are used, they 
must first be tested and allowed to dry on an inconspicuous area to ensure compatibility.

Do not rub. Then, use a second clean cloth to apply a clear-water rinse. Allow to air dry 
thoroughly before stowing shade.

Low Heat Steaming
Steam cleaning is NOT recommended. Also avoid hot water when cleaning fabrics.

Professional Cleaning
Reputable drapery and upholstery cleaning services are experts in fabric care and the
cleaning methods that work best for specific materials, such as:
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Ultrasonic: Usually involves taking down the window treatment and dipping in an 
ultrasonic bath. This is a very effective cleaning method, and may even include 
antistatic treatment to help repel dust.

Injection/Extraction: Similar to the popular carpet cleaning method, loose dust and
dirt are removed with a vacuum, then, a cleaning solvent is applied, (injection), and
immediately suctioned out, (extraction). This heat and agitation-free method can often 
be performed with shades and drapes left in place.

Dry Cleaning: Typically appropriate for drapery fabrics, this method is actually similar 
to injection/extraction, but is usually done off-site, although service providers who 
offer on-site dry cleaning do exist.



Top Treatment Fabric Care

Cornice/Valance
Cornice box treatments generally collect the most debris along the top surface. This can 
be cleaned by lightly dusting or vacuuming off the top treatment with a clean white cloth.

To clean the face and sides, a light vacuuming with a soft brush vacuum attachment is an 
acceptable method of regular maintenance.

For deep cleaning, a professional upholstery steamer may be used to clean the cornice. 
Avoid harsh and/or abrasive chemicals and always spot test in a small inconspicuous 
area to ensure compatibility with the fabrics and materials involved.

Fabric-Wrapped Fascia or Cornice
These only need light maintenance to stay dust and dirt free. Clean in place. Fascia 
fabric can be periodically dusted using a feather duster or vacuum with a soft brush 
attachment.

For deep cleaning, contact a professional steamer or on-site dry cleaning service.
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